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The COVENANT. 


E, who by Nature were Sinners, ready to 

periſh, having, by the good Spirit and 
abundant Grace of God, been led to ſee our dread- 
ful State by Nature, as fallen in Adam, and far 
from God, and having, we truſt, taſted of the 
Grace of God in converting, promiſed, and com- 
municated Mercy ; we do ſincerely, unfeignedly, 
and without Reſerve, deſire to give up ourſelves 
unto the Lord and each other, to walk together in 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord 
blameleſs—to watch over one another in Love—to 
exhort with Diligence, and rebuke with Meekneſs 
and without Partiality—to pray for and ſeek the 
Edification of each other in all Things pertainin 
to Life and Godlineſs—And this we do in the — 
ſolemn and ſerious Manner, having ſought the 
Divine Preſence amongſt us, and called for the 
Bleſſings of our Covenant God to diſtill upon us. 
And as a further Teſtimony we do ſubſcribe the 
ſame with our Hands, agreeable to the Prediction 
of Goſpel Times: One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's; 
and another ſhall call himſelf by the Name of Jacob; 
and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand unto the 
Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the Name of Iſrael. 
Haiah xliv. 5. | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


| 7 frequent Exhortations which we meet 

with in the Scripture to Unity of Faith and 
Sentiment, together with the expreſs Command 
we have to contend earneſtly for it, as once deli- 
vered to the Saints, leads us to conclude the Ne- 
ceſſity there is, that in every Church of Chriſt, 
formed on a Goſpel-Plan, there ſhould be a regular, 
methodical, and ſcriptural Confeſſion of the Faith 
of that Society; becauſe it is impoſſible there ſhould 
be a united Contention for the Faith, if there is 
not a united Profeſſion of it. Beſides, it ſeems to 
have been the Apoſtolick Method, to recommend 
this to the ſeveral Churches which they viſited, 
Rom. vi. 17. Ye have obeyed from the Heart that 
Form of Doctrine which was delivered yon; and to 
Timothy (ſaid by ſome to have been the firſt Bi- 
ſhop or Paſtor of the Church at Epheſus) he ſays, 
2 Tim. i. 13. Hold faſt the. Form of ſound Words, 
which thou haſt heard of me, in Faith and Love, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. We do, therefore, receive the 
whole Word of God as the Rule of our Faith, and 
the Teſt of our Experience; but that we ma 
be more particular, we may reduce it to the fol- 
lowing Heads. 
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The Confeflion of Faith. 


| I. Of the Being of a God. 


E believe; that there is a God, the Creator 

of all Things and the Supporter of the 

ſame; a Spirit without human Members, Parts or 

Paſſions ; infinite, eternal, and unchangeable — 

Giving Being to all Things, but receiving it from 

none—Evident in all Places, yet ſeen by no Eye— 

Moving all Things, yet never moved—Preſent in all 

Places, yet no where confined ; and that there is ſuch 

a Being, Nature teaches, Reaſon approves, and the 
Scripture affirms. "Heb. xi. 6. Prov. ix. 10. 


II. Of the Perfons-in the Godhead, 


N the Godhead we believe there are Three Per- 
I ſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 

ne is before or after the other, being equal, 
poſſeſſing the ſame Nature and Attributes, con- 
joining in the ſame Works, equal in Glory, Power, 
and Love. Theſe divine Perſons, before all Time, 
entered into a ſacred Covenant, to ſave and reſtore 
a Remnant of the Childreh of Men from Miſery, 
to eternal Happineſs, and from Death to Life. 
We call them Perſons, becauſe: the Scripture 
aſcribes Underſtanding and Will to each of them. 
Mart. xxviii. 19. 1 Jobn v. 7. 
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III. Of the Word of God. 


E believe, that God reveals himfelf in the 
Law of Nature, and the Works of Cre- 
ation, ſufficiently for the rendering every ſinful 
Creature inexcuſable ; but, of his abundant Mercy, 
he has given us a more clear Diſcovery of himſelf 
and of ourſelves in the Book of Scripture, which 
was ſpoke at different Times and in divers Manners 
by the Prophets and other Meſſengers. - This we 
receive as his Word; by this we try all Doctrines; 
this we embrace as the Rule of our Faith; and 
from this we hope to receive our. Comfort when 
Heart and Fleſh fail us. 

We further believe, that the Canon of Scripture 
is now complete, that no Additions need, or ought 
to be made to it, nor any Thing to be taken 
from it. 2 Tim. iii. 16. Heb, i. 1. 


IV. Of Election, &c. 


E believe, that God, from all Eternity, by 
the moſt wiſe and holy Council of his Will, 

13 whatſoever 

comes to paſs; yet ſo, that God is neither the 
Author of Sin, nor is any Violence put on the 
Will of the Creature. By his Decree, God fixed 
upon a Remnant of Mankind, of his own pure, 
free, and ſovereign Mercy, whom he hath fore- 
ordained to _—_ Grace 3. 2 . 777 a 
happy People - preſerved to the End—an tain 
covteſtivg Life through Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
they are choſen, And when God conferred this 


; high 
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high Favour on this Remnant, according to the 
Election of Grace, he left others in that State in 
which they were conſidered as fallen; ſo that, in 
conſequence of their going on in Sin, they will be- 
come Monuments for the Glory of his Juſtice. 
Eph. i. 4. Rom. viii. 30. 


X V. Of Providence, 


E believe, that God, who hath created all 

Things by his Power and Wiſdom, doth 
alſo, by his en Hand, uphold, direct, 
diſpoſe, and govern all Creatures and all their 
Actions, by his holy and wiſe Providence; and 
that he, by his immutable Council, directs the 
moſt minute Things to the Praiſe and Glory of his 
Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Goodneſs and Mercy. 
Eph. i. 11. Pfal. ci. 19. 


VI. Of the Fall. 


E believe, that God, having created Man, 
did enter into a Covenant with him, called 
the Covenant of Works, or the Covenant of Nature, 
in which Life was promiſed on his Obedience, 
but Deaths, of all Kinds, denounced on his Diſo- 
bedience; he being ſeduced by the Subtilty of 
Satan, did wilfully tranſgreſs the Law of Creation, 
and break the Covenant by eating of che forbidden 
Fruit. N | | 
Nor was this a private Evil; all Mankind de- 
— from him by the ordinary Covrſe, have, 
in Conſequence of this, loft Fellowſhip with God 
are dead in Sin—and wholly defiled in thi” Facul- 


ties 


Wd 

ties and. Powers. both of Soul and Body, From 
this Fountain, or Original Sin, all Iniquity, Ca- 
lamities, Diſorders, Pain and Death do naturally 
flow; ſo that no Man, ſince the Fall, can reſtore 
himſelf to Fellowſhip and Communion with God 
by the Covenant of Works. Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. 
Job xiv. 4. 


VII. Of Chriſt the Mediator, 


WE believe, that it pleaſed God, in his eternal 
Purpoſe, to chooſe, ordain and appoint the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed 
Trinity, to be the only Mediator between him and 
his People. Into his Hands the Ele& were deli- 
vered to be redeemed, called, juſtified, ſanctified, 
and glorified. In the Fullneſs of Time he took on 
him our Nature, being God and Man in one Per- 
ſon; and this he did willingly and of free Choice. 


In this Nature he died as a Ranſom, Sacrifice, and 


Atonement for his People, thereby he fulfilled the 
Law and fatisfied Juſtice. And in that Nature he 
roſe from the Dead—is gone into Heaven as the 
Head, Repreſentative and Interceſſor of his People, 
to ſee that all the Effects of his Undertaking be 


applied to them, in the Time ſtipulated in the 
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everlaſting Covenant. 1 Tim. iii. 16. John i. 1, 


2, 3. 14. 


VIII. Of Effetual-Calling. 


| believe, that God, of his free Grace, doth in 
| an effectual Manner call this Number choſen 
in Chriſt, powerfully enlightening their Minds in 


divine 
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divine Things—taking away the ſtony Heart— re- 
newing their Wills, and effectually drawing them to 
Chriſt ; yer ſo that they come freely; by Grace 
being made willing to caſt themſelves upon him. 

Pſalm cx. 3. Jude i. | 


IX. Of Juſtification. 


WE believe, that thoſe whom God calls. by 
his Spirit he juſtifies by his Grace, not 
by infuſing 2— "vY into them, but by im- 
puting unto and enabling them to receive, embrace 
and reſt upon the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is therefore called the Lord our Righteouſneſs ; 
ſo that they truſt to his active Obedience to the 
Law, and paſſive Obedience in his Death, as perform- 
ed-in their Room and Stead. Thus they, by Faith 
(which is alſo given by God himſelf) receive Re- 
miſſion of all their Sins, and believe that there is 
no Condemnation, becauſe Chriſt, by the one Ob- 
lation of himſelf once offered, has obtained a free 
and full Pardon for them. Rom. v. 1. Rom. viu. 1. 


x. Of Adoption. 


WE believe, that to thoſe whom he juſtifies 
| he grants the high Liberty, Digaity, and 
Privileges of his Children, adopting them into his 
Family, giving them Acceſs to his Throne, ena- 
bling _ to — — Relation to him as a Fa- 
believing e will pity, protect, and pr 
vide for them, and will —__ 1— them off, but 
ſeal them to the Day of Redemption. John i. 12. 
Gal. iv. 7. | ” a 
| XI. Of 
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XI. Of Sanctification. 


WE believe, that whom he juſtifies he alſo ſanc- 

tifies, and this in granting them a new Heart. 
It is a real and perſonal Change; Luſt is ſubdued 
—the old Man mortified—every Grace quickened 
— Holineſs . prevails, it ſpreads throughout the 
Man, and yet is perfect in no Man on this Side 
the Grave; ſo that in ſanctified Souls there is a 
perpetual War between the Fleſh and Spirit. 
2 Theſ. ii. 13. 1 Pet. 1. 2. 


XII. Of Good Works. 


WE believe, that Good Works are the neceſſary 
and inſeparable Fruits of true Faith, evi- 
dencing our Sonſhip and Love to God; we be- 
lieve, we are ordained to the Performance of Good 
Works, yet not ſaved for or by them, as our 
beſt Duties are inſufficient for our Acceptance, yea, 
they are as filthy Rags, and therefore cannot juſ- 
tify. And we further believe, that the Doctrines 
of Election, Effectual- Calling, Juſtification, Adop- 
tion, Perſeverance, &c. are ſo far from tending to 
give Liberty in the Ways of Sin, that all "thoſe 
who really believe them, will find that they are 
the grand Spring to univerſal Obedience, and the 
more we look to, and depend upon thoſe precious 
Truths, the more honourable our Lives and Con- 
verſation will be, to the Glory of our heavenly Fa- 
ther. n 0 as 1290 
Thoſe Doctrines may be abuſed by thoſe who 
have them in Notion, but not at Heart; but this 


does 
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does not overturn the Truth and Importance of 
them, but confirms it. The Bee and the Spider 
may apply at the ſame Flower, the one to extract 
the balmy Honey, the other to draw the ey 
Poiſon ; but none will root up the blooming Roſe 
from their Garden, becauſe it is abuſed. So theſe 
Doctrines are to be preached and believed, and 
thoſe that abuſe them do it to their own Deſtruction, 
while thoſe who believe them, will find they 
tend to eſtabliſh and confirm them in the good 
Ways of God. Eph. ii. 10. Tit. ii. 11, 12. 


XIII. of Perſeverance. 


WE believe, that the Ele&, being choſen and 

juſtified in Chriſt, called and ſanctified by 
the Spirit, can never fall totally and finally from 
Grace, but be preſerved by conſtant Supplies—be 
led by God to their Journey's End—and be eter- 
nally ſaved through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
becauſe this depends not upon our Mutability, but 
the Immutability of God, the Oath of the Father, 
the Interceſſion of the Son, the Supplies of the 


Spirit, and the Promiſes of the Goſpel, Rom. 
vin. 35. 1 Pet. i. 5: | 


XIV. Of the Law of God. 
WE believe, that this can be performed by no 


ſinful Creature, ſo as to obtain Life and 
Righteouſneſs by it; yet it is a Rule of Life to 
all Believers (as it is viewed in the Hand of Chriſt) 
aithough we are not under it as a Covenant of 
Works. Pſal. cxix. 96. Gal, ili. 21. 


XV. Of 


(us ] 


XV. Of the Sacraments. 


WE believe, theſe are holy Signs and ſignificant 
Seals of the Covenant of Grace ; althou 

they do not confer Grace, yet they ſtrengthen it. 
There are only two inſtituted by Chriſt in the 
Church, viz. Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, 
The former is an Act of Dedication, wherein and 
whereby Believers give up their Infant-Seed to the 
Lord, ſupplicating Grace for them, that they may 
be ſprinkled with the Blood of Jeſus, as they are 
in this Ordinance emblematically with Water. 
They do hereby acknowledge that their Children 
are born in Sin, and profeſs their Faith in a Tri-une 
God. 2 ere is to be adminiſtred but 
once. The Lord's Supper is a pe al Remem- 
brance of the Suffering and Death of Chriſt for 
his People, emblematically fignifying their Com- 
munion with him, their Neceſſity of receivin 
from him all Supplies of Grace, Faith, &c. It is 
a freſh Act of Dedication, - wherein the Partici- 
pants give up themſelves ta Chriſt as their King 
and Head. Each of the Elements are to be re- 
ceived, and that frequently, to ſtrengthen our 
Faith, confirm our Hope, and teſtify our Love to 
the Brethren. Acts ii. 38. Then Peler ſaid unto 
them, Meravonoare, nar Banmiohwru txaro; ih, Repent 
ye, and let every one among ſt you be baptized. 1 Cor. 
11. 26. a 
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XVI. Of the Power of the Church. 


E believe, that the Power of the Keys is 
lodged in the Hands of the Church, i. e. 
that Admiſſions, Reproofs, and Excommunications, 
are to be directed by it; and yet it is needful to 
have Officers in the Church for the Well-being 
thereof ; but yet the Church doth not give away 
its Authority into the Hands of the ſaid Officers, 
but they (the Officers) as their Conſtituents and 
Repreſentatives, are to be the Mouth of the Church 
in executing their Determinations. The chooling, 
calling, and ordaining of theſe Officers, is the 
ſole Right and Privilege of the Men Communicants 
of the Church, of whoſe Number they muſt be 
Members before they are conſtituted Officers, 
Matt. xviii. 18. Acts vi. 3. 


XVII. Of Church-Officers. 


WI believe, that every Church of Chriſt ſhould 

have a Paſtor, Biſhop, or Elder, to go be- 
fore them in the Service of the Sanctuary; and 
alſo Deacons to ſerve Tables, take Care of the 
Poor, and attend to the temporal Concerns of the 
Church. The Number of thoſe, agreeable to the 
Size or Duty of the Church to which they miniſter; 
yet theſe Officers, viz., Paſtor and Deacons, in 
Church-Acts, have no Right to ſet aſide any Deter- 
mination made by the Majority of the Church, 
having a Voice in thoſe Acts only as Brethren. 
Phil. 1. 1. 1 Tim. ii. totum. | 


XVIII. Of 
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XVIII. Of the State of Man, at Death. 


E believe, that in conſequence of Sin, it is 
appointed for all Men once to die, their Bo- 
dies return to the Duſt and are changed, but the 
Soul, having a ſpiritual and immortal Subſiſtance, 
neither dies, ſleeps, nor is impaired, but returns 
immediately to God, as the Judge by whom it is 
ordered to its fixed State, till the Morning of the 
Reſurrection. Eccleſ. xii. 7, Heb. ix. 27. 


XIX. Of the Judgment. 


WE believe, a Day is appointed in which all 
the Dead being raiſed, every Particle of 

Duſt being built up, and the Soul united unto it, 
Jeſus, the Judge, will then pronounce a moſt 
uitable Sentence on each Individual, whereby he 
will manifeſt the Glory of his Mercy and Juſtice , 
after which he will take his People Home, and 
ſend his Enemies to reap the Reward of their Sins 
in the Priſon of Hell. Acts xvii. 31. Rev. xx. 12. 


XX. Of the After-State. 


WE believe, that the Righteous will be dignified 
with everlaſting Life and Happineſs in the 
Viſion of God the beholding of Chriſt—the Com- 
y of Angels, and the Converſe of Saints—Sin 
will be removed—Sorrow baniſhed, and they free 


from the Fear of looſing their happy Station, being 
forever 


(35 11 
forever locked in from the Danger of a Fall. Matt. 
XXV. 34- 

On the other Hand, the Wicked will dwell in 
the Lake of Fire, and the Company of Devils, 
through an ever-rolling Eternity; for as their Sin 
is againſt the Eternal Majeſty, his Juſtice muſt 
ſmoke againſt them forever, becauſe there is no 
Way (at leaſt revealed to us) to turn away his 
Wrath from them. Matt. xxv. 41. 
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